Incidence of infectious complications with the combination of bendamustine and an anti-CD20 monoclonal antibody.
Combination of bendamustine (B) and rituximab (R) has been associated with opportunistic infections (OI) in case reports. This retrospective analysis evaluated the incidence, risk factors, and types of infectious complications (IC) in adults with CD20+ non-Hodgkin lymphoma who received ≥2 cycles of B and either R or ofatumumab. Infection data were collected up to 1-year post-B-based treatment. Potential risk factors for IC were assessed using univariate analysis with Fisher's exact test. Four-hundred and sixteen patients were included. Incidence of IC and OI was 20 and 6%, respectively. Viral (n = 19), fungal (n = 1), and Pneumocystis jiroveci pneumonia (n = 5) infections occurred. OI was associated with lack of antimicrobial prophylaxis analysis (p = .048). The incidences of IC and OI with B and anti-CD20 antibody combination at our institution appear lower than those previously reported, possibly due to antimicrobial prophylaxis and G-CSF use.